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Editor’s Note: Regrettably, in many ways 2006 represented a turn for the worse in Latin America. The toll in men and women journalists murdered for
conducting their professional duties provides stark proof of the violent times we are living in and of an offensive being waged against honest journalists; this
offensive not only endangers journalists’ lives but also threatens freedom of speech and the right to know. We must not forget that the right to know also
encompasses the right to inform and that any threat to the important role played by journalists undermines democracy. Worst of all, most governments
have responded inadequately, whether out of complicity or weakness, leading to impunity. For more information on the IRC Americas Program to pro-

mote the right to know, see http://americas.irc-online.org/amindex/rtk/.

Twenty-eight journalists were murdered, while five others disappeared, last year in eight Latin American countries,
according to an overview of 2006 prepared by the Commission to Investigate Attacks against Journalists (Comision
Investigadora de Atentados a Periodistas, CIAP), affiliated with the Latin American Federation of Journalists
(Federacion Latinoamericana de Periodistas, FELAP). With 10 deaths, Mexico continues to boast the dubious distinc-
tion of being the most dangerous nation for journalists to ply their trade.

Although figures on journalists victimized by violence vary, the
most credible numbers appear to be those provided by the World
Association of Newspapers, which says that 105 journalists were
killed worldwide last year. Forty-eight of these deaths occurred in
Irag, a country racked by a bloody war resulting from the United
States’ illegal armed occupation.

In late December, the United Nations Security Council unani-
mously approved a resolution that “condemns all attacks against
journalists in situations of conflict, and calls upon warring factions
to respect communicators and their role.” In so doing, however,
the U.N. merely recalled that the Geneva Conventions on war
classify journalists as civilians whose lives must be respected. In
point of fact, journalists’ lives are not being respected, as evi-
denced by the frequent murders of journalists in Iraq at the
hands of rogue U.S. soldiers.

Moreover, the UN resolution is completely oblivious to the situa-
tion in Latin America. In this region—with or without military
conflicts—journalists are gunned down by drug-traffickers and by
various mafias—invariably for having witnessed crimes.
Journalists were killed during the civil-military dictatorships that
gained the strength in the 1970s. However, this situation has con-
tinued up to this day, despite the return to civilian rule. In August,
the Organization of American States” Office of the Special
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression reported that in the last
ten years 83 journalists have been killed in Colombia and 24 in
each of Brazil and Mexico. The OAS said that journalists have also
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been killed in Guatemala, Ecuador, Haiti, Nicaragua, and
Venezuela, among other countries.

In November, the widespread insecurity faced by journalists was
referred to by CIAP director José Dos Santos, during the Fifth
World Meeting of War Correspondents in Havana: “In Latin
America journalists are killed, without internal wars or foreign
military invasion, other than the low-intensity armed conflict that
has rocked Colombia for a half century.” Dos Santos also under-
scored that since 1976 some 800 journalists have been slain in
the region.

Justice Delayed

Another proverbial characteristic of the crimes committed against
journalists is the pervasive impunity. According to a study by the
U.S.-based Committee to Protect Journalists, between 1992 and
2006, 580 journalists were killed; in 85% of the cases, no one
was held accountable. Latin American history is littered with such
impunity.

However, one important exception has emerged. In Chile, at the
very end of 2006, 20 years after José Carrasco Tapia was assassi-
nated, the perpetrators of his murder received sentences of 13
years in prison and other penalties. All of the perpetrators were
members of dictator Augusto Pinochet’s military police, known as
the DINA. Carrasco Tapia, the head of the College of Journalists
and the international editor of Anadlisis magazine, was brutally
murdered with 13 gunshots on September 8, 1986. The 14
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defendants had killed three other persons—none of whom were
journalists—in a gangland-style revenge for a failed attempt on
the tyrant’s life the day before Carrasco Tapia’s murder. In addi-
tion, the government was ordered to pay 2.125 million pesos to
the victims” widows, children, and other survivors.

The Fallen

The following is the list, by country, of fallen journalists of 2006:

ECUADOR: José Luis Ledn, in Guayaquil, reporter at “Radio
Minutera,” and Saul Suéarez, reporter at “La Hora Durandefia.” Both
were shot.

EL SALVADOR: Douglas Henandez of “La Prensa Gréfica.”

COLOMBIA: Gustavo Rojas Gabalo, radio journalist, shot; Mariano
Pérez Murga, and Francisco Bonilla Romero.

GUATEMALA: Edgardo Maas, radio correspondent, received five bul-
lets.

GUYANA: Ronaldo Waddell, TV correspondent, shot; Richard Stewart,
Chetram Pergaud, Elion Wegman, Mark Mikoo and Shazim Mohamed.
The last five were shot 8/8/06 inside the office of “Kaieteur News.”

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: Domingo Disla Florentino, lawyer and jour-
nalist, Facundo Lavatta, of “Radio Comercial.”

VENEZUELA: Jesus Flores Rojas, in the town of El Tigre; Jorge
Aguirre, of Cadena Carriles, and Pedro Bastardo, killed in Cumana.

MEXICO: José Valdés, in Sabinas (Coahuila); Jaime Olvera Bravo, in
La Piedad (Michoacan); Ramiro Téllez Contreras, in Nuevo Laredo
(Tamaulipas); Enrique Perea Quintanilla; Rosendo Pardo Ozuna, in
Tuxtla Gutiérrez; Misael Tamayo Hernandez, in Zihuatanejo
(Guerrero); José Manuel Nava, ex-director of the daily paper
“Excélsior,” in Mexico City; Roberto Marcos Garcia, correspondent of
“Alarma” in Veracruz; Alfonso Sanchez Guzman; and Bradley Will,
American, in Santa Lucia del Camino (Oaxaca).

Moreover, 2006 was also notable for various types of attacks
intended to limit freedom of expression and intimidate journal-
ists. The most recent of these was the arrest in Bogota of Freddy
Munoz Altamiranda, correspondent for Telesur, a television chan-
nel with a presence in several countries. Following his November
20 arrest, Munoz was charged with “insurrection and terrorism.”
Munoz as well as Telesur and FELAP called the police action a
violation of freedom of speech and an attempt to intimidate the
independent journalism practiced by Telesur.

Chilean journalist Herndn Uribe is president of FELAP’s
Commission to Investigate Attacks against Journalists (CIAP).

RESOURCES

FELAP - Founded in 1976, the Latin American Federation of
Joumalists (FELAP) is a nongovernmental organization that has
ties to UNESCO. It is composed of jounalist organizations,
such as associations, federations, circles, schools, and unions,
in Latin America and the Caribbean. It has more than 80,000
members. FELAP also acts as an umbrella group for more than
50 institutions that study and practice communication and jour-
nalism: research centers, journalism schools, specialized
libraries, news agencies, publications, etc. CIAP was founded in
1991 by FELAP and the Intemational Organization of
Journalists to address regional issues.

http:/mww.ciap-felap.org
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